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chronic disease, such as tuberculosis, is not directly transmitted
to the offspring, yet the child born of a tuberculous father can-
not be expected to have the inherent vitality and strength of
nervous system to battle his way through life that he might have
had if his father had been well and strong. It is only chance
if an ailing, chronic dyspeptic bequeaths a good physical her-
itage to his child. Any condition of the father that keeps him
from robust manhood may in some way take its toll from the
child born of him.
And then there are the diseases gonorrhea and syphilis, those
which, mo&t directly of all, leave their scars with the innocent.
Very often do we hear the truth that one third of the blindness
is due to gonorrheal infection of the babe at birth, and yet how
carelessly do young men, expecting some clay to be fathers, lay
themselves liable to this disease! It would seem that the least
amount of forethought would be an absolute safeguard to any
young man against a disease that may not only maim his child,
but in all probability will tend to make his child's mother an
invalid and much less able to do her important work of rearing
the child. Sex irregularity is a moral wrong, one of the great
sins against which the Decalogue speaks; yet how can its hei-
nousncsa be understood except it be by the thought of its evil
consequences to one's children? "Shall I give my first-born for
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ?"
Micah 6:7.
No man who has ever had syphilis can know of a surety what
kind of child will be his, and what will be the marks of this
disease in his child, either at birth or in after life. Could any
nobler motive inspire any man than to keep himself pure for his
children's sake? And, instead of hushing the word and barring
the discussion, why should not our boy be intelligently instructed
and trained to the thought of the sacredness of his potential
fatherhood and his responsibility to it? Why should he not be
carefully instructed, that he may evade the snares that are set
for his feet ? Why should he not be safeguarded by an intelligent
attitude toward life, its privileges and pitfalls? If he has had
careful Instruction, if his ideals are fixed, there will be little
clanger of his contracting a disease that will spoil his life and the